
5.  Changes  in  Canada  and  the  creation  of  the  Junta  da
Emigração in Portugal

      Although Canada, like the United States of America, is a country of immigrants, for
a long time there was legislation to bar immigration. It was only after the 2nd World
War that immigration policy in Canada would change…

 January, 1st 1947:  Citizenship Act,  anyone born in Canada or legally  resident
becomes a Canadian citizen. Prime Minister Mackenzie King would become the
first to have a Canadian citizenship certificate. This politician would later play
an important role in changing Canadian immigration legislation.

      Mackenzie wanted a government policy that favors population growth, providing an
incentive  for  immigration.  Regulatory  and stringent  legislation  would be  enacted  to
permanently fix immigrants, in the most convenient manner to the necessities of the
Canadian economy.

      In 1952, a new immigration law was passed, the Immigration Act of 1952, which
safeguarded immigration to Canada as a privilege and not a duty. This was immigration
legislation  where  there  were  a  lot  of  restrictions  on  various  groups  of  individuals.
However, despite the barriers and difficulties imposed, an opening of immigration to
Canada was news that brought some enthusiasm to Portugal and the Azores.

      Despite this good news, in 1947 the Estado Novo had suspended emigration, but
later, in that same year, it created the Junta da Emigração in order to conduct emigration
in accordance with the country's economic interests as well as to protect emigrants from
recruiters and other intermediaries,  however, now to emigrate,  it  had to be from the
Junta da Emigração. The PIDE (a political police) pursued those who tried to outline the
Junta da Emigração…

      It would be the Junta da Emigração, which in negotiations with the Canadian
authorities would come to negotiate a quota of immigrants to be received by Canada.
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